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Oppn playing politics over 
Agnipath scheme, says PM
ARCHIS MOHAN 

New Delhi, 26 July 

Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi on Friday rejected 
claims that the Agnipath 

scheme was launched to save 
on the pension bill, stating that 
it was implemented in consul-
tation with the Army to keep 
the armed forces young and 
battle-ready. 

The PM made the remarks 
in his address on the 25th 
anniversary of the victory in 
the Kargil War of 1999,  
which is marked as Kargil Vijay 
Diwas. Modi’s statement trig-
gered a war of words between 
the ruling National Democratic 
Alliance and the INDIA bloc 
over the Agnipath scheme. 

The PM accused the 
Opposition of playing politics 
over the recruitment process. 
Congress president Mallikarjun 
Kharge said it was “unfortu-
nate and deplorable” that the 
PM indulged in “petty politics” 
even on occasions like paying 
tribute to martyrs on Kargil 
Vijay Diwas. No PM has ever 
done this before,” Kharge said. 

In a video message posted 
on the Ministry of Home 
Affairs’ X handle, Indo-Tibetan 
Border Police (ITBP) Director 
General Rahul Rasgotra said 
“well-trained and disciplined” 
Agniveers will prove to be “very 
useful” for the ITBP, which 
guards the Line of Actual 
Control between India  
and China. 

In his speech in Drass, the 
PM said, “Some people are also 
spreading the misconception 

that the government has come 
up with this scheme to save 
pension money. I want to ask 
such people the question that 
the pension for today's recruits 
will arise after 30 years. Why 
would the government take a 
decision today?” "The aim of 
Agnipath is to make the forces 
young...The aim of Agnipath is 
to keep the armies continuous-
ly fit for war,” he said. 

The PM said Parliament 
and various committees have 
discussed for decades the need 
to make the armed forces 
younger, and only his govern-
ment resolved this national 
security challenge. “The aver-
age age of Indian soldiers being 
higher than the global average 

has been a matter of concern.” 
On the Kargil conflict, the 

PM said Pakistan had not learnt 
any lessons from history and 
continues to wage a proxy war 
in the garb of terrorism to stay 
relevant. There has been an 
increase in terror incidents in 
the Jammu region in recent 
weeks. He also paid homage to 
the martyrs of the Kargil War. 

The PM conducted the first 
blast of the Shinkun La Tunnel 
Project in Ladakh virtually at 
the event. The project consists 
of a 4.1-km-long twin-tube tun-
nel to be constructed at around 
15,800 feet on the Nimu-
Padum-Darcha Road to pro-
vide all-weather connectivity 
to Leh. 

Modi accuses Pak of waging proxy war in the garb of terrorism to stay relevant

Prime Minister Narendra Modi in Drass to take part in an event on the 25th anniversary of  
Kargil Vijay Diwas PHOTO: PTI

Highest trade 
deficit with 
China but gap 
narrowing, 
says Goyal 

WhatsApp 
not planning 
to shut India 
ops:  Vaishnaw India has the highest trade 

deficit with China in goods 
but the gap  
expanded at a lower pace dur-
ing 2014-15 to 2023-24 as 
compared to the previous 10 
years, Commerce and 
Industry Minister Piyush 
Goyal said on Friday. In a 
written reply to a question in 
the Rajya Sabha, he said the 
trade deficit had increased by 
compound annual growth 
rate of 42.85 per cent during 
FY05 to FY14, while it had 
come down to 6.45 per cent 
during FY15 to FY24. “India 
has the highest merchandise 
trade deficit with China.” 
India’s exports to China in 
FY24 stood at $16.65 billion, 
while imports aggregated at 
$101.75 billion, leaving a trade 
deficit of over $85 billion. PTI 

MSP legal guarantee issue sparks Oppn protest
Opposition parties, led by the Congress, 
on Friday created a ruckus in the Rajya 
Sabha, as they were not satisfied with 
Agriculture Minister Shivraj Singh 
Chouhan’s reply on providing a legal 
guarantee on minimum support price (MSP) 
to farmers. The trouble began during 
Question Hour when Chouhan listed steps 
taken by the government for the welfare of 
farmers and spoke about the committee 

looking into strengthening the MSP system 
but stopped short of talking about a legal 
guarantee for crop support prices. Congress 
MPs, including Randeep Surjewala and 
Jairam Ramesh, protested, saying Chouhan's 
reply was incomplete. Rajya Sabha Chairman 
Jagdeep Dhankhar said the minister had 
given a detailed reply and if the members 
were not satisfied, they should use available 
avenues to seek answers. PTI 

No panel to extend benefits for 
citizens above 70 under PMJAY

IN THE HOUSE

MONSOON SESSION

No expert committee has been set up for extending health 
benefits to cover citizens aged 70 and above under Ayushman 
Bharat, Union Minister of State for Health Prataprao Jadhav 
told the Lok Sabha on Friday. The minister, in a written reply, 
said all members of eligible families, irrespective of age,  
were covered under Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan 
Arogya Yojana (PMJAY). The scheme provides health insurance 
cover of ~5 lakh per family per year for secondary and tertiary 
care hospitalisation to 550 million individuals, corresponding 
to 123.4 million families, he said. PTI 

The government makes all efforts to ensure affordable 
and accessible treatment is available for cancer patients 
amid a rise in cases in India, Health Minister J P Nadda said 
on Friday. “The number of cancer cases is going up, it is  
increasing by almost 2.5 per cent every year,” Nadda said. 
“There is a list of 131 essential cancer medicines, which are in 
Schedule 1, (that) are monitored and (their) pricing is decided 
by the government,” he said. “We have tried to make cancer 
drugs affordable,” he added. PTI

WhatsApp and its parent 
company Meta has not 
informed the govern-
ment of any plans to shut 
down its services in India, 
I&B Minister Ashwini 
Vaishnaw told the Rajya 
Sabha on Friday. “The 
Ministry of Electronics and 
Information Technology 
has shared that WhatsApp 
or Meta has not informed 
the government about any 
such plans,” Vaishnaw told 
the Rajya Sabha in a written 
reply. Congress member 
Vivek Tankha had asked 
whether WhatsApp was 
planning to shut its services 
in India due to the govern-
ment’s directives to share 
user details.  PTI 

Cancer cases rising, prices of 
key drugs kept in check: Nadda

Andhra Pradesh debt at ~9.74 trn: 
Naidu in white paper on finances 
ARCHIS MOHAN 

New Delhi, 26 July 

Andhra Pradesh needs an additional 
~19,107 crore to meet its essential com-
mitted expenditure for 2024-25, Chief 
Minister N Chandrababu Naidu on 
Friday said while releasing a white paper, 
which blamed the previous YSR Congress 
Party (YSRCP) government’s “financial 
mismanagement” for pushing the state 
into a “potential debt trap”. 

In the white paper, Naidu claimed the 
state’s essential committed expenditure 
for FY25 stood at ~1.64 trillion while its 
untied revenues (state’s own revenue 
plus tax devolutions) were ~1.45 trillion. 
He said the state’s debt increased from 
~3.75 trillion (as on March 31, 2019) to 
~9.74 trillion (as on June 12, 2024) during 
the tenure of the previous Y S 
Jaganmohan Reddy government. 

Naidu said the state’s economic 
growth rate in nominal terms reduced 
from 13.5 per cent (2014-19) to 10.5 per 
cent (2019-24), with agriculture sector 
growth shrinking to 10.3 per cent (2019-
24) from 16 per cent (2014-19). He said 
the government’s capital spending 
declined by 60 per cent from ~60,879 
crore during 2014-19 to ~24,267 crore dur-

ing 2019-24. The transport, roads, and 
buildings and water resources depart-
ments were starved of funds, said Naidu 
who was the CM from 2014 to 2019. 

Naidu said he met Prime Minister 
Narendra Modi, and other Union minis-
ters, including the finance minister, 
“twice” over the last month, which result-
ed in the Budget announcement of 
~15,000 crore financial support for FY25 
for the reconstruction of Amaravati with 

the promise of “additional amounts in 
the future”, the Centre’s assurance to 
assist in the early completion of the 
Polavaram project, grants for backward 
regions of Andhra and funds for infra-
structure development in Kopparthy 
(Visakhapatnam-Chennai Industrial 
Corridor) and Orvakal (Hyderabad-
Bengaluru Industrial Corridor). 

Naidu-led Telugu Desam Party, which 
leads the National Democratic Alliance 
(NDA) government in Andhra Pradesh, 
is a crucial ally of the bloc at the Centre. 
This is the seventh white paper that 
Naidu has released since June 12 to 
accuse the YSRCP government of leaving 
the state’s finances in shambles even as 
he has sought financial assistance from 
the Centre to escape the “potential debt 
trap” that he said Andhra faces. 

Naidu claimed that the previous gov-
ernment had left ~1.35 trillion worth of 
liabilities, including ~1.13 trillion of out-
standing dues to vendors and for welfare 
schemes and the rest being outstanding 
dues to the state government employ-
ees. He blamed the previous govern-
ment’s “inefficient governance in the 
energy sector causing losses of ~1.29 tril-
lion” and increased tariffs for customers 
and industry. 

In the seventh white paper since  
June 12, Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister 
Chandrababu Naidu balmed the previous 
YSRCP government for pushing the state 
into a “potential debt trap”

UP, MP, Odisha 
announce quota 
for Agniveers
Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister 
Yogi Adityanath on Friday said 
the Agniveers, after serving 
the country, would be given 
weightage in police forces, 
while his Madhya Pradesh 
counterpart Mohan Yadav 
said his government would 
provide quota in police and 
armed forces recruitment. 
Odisha CM Mohan Charan 
Majhi announced 10 per cent 
reservation and five-year age 
relaxation for Agniveers in 
uniform services.  AGENCIES


