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Need to erase terrorism, fix liability 
of supporters : Rajnath at SCO meet 

Defence Minister Rajnath Singh on Friday urged the Shanghai Cooperation 
Organisation (SCO) member-nations to collectively work towards eliminating 
terrorism in all its forms and fix accountability on its supporters, in an oblique 
reference to Pakistan. Chairing a conclave of defence ministers from SCO countries, 
Singh said India envisioned a robust framework of regional cooperation which 
“mutually respects the sovereignty and territorial integrity of all member states by 
taking care of their legitimate interests” PHOTO: PTI

SCO members 
should respect 
sovereignty of 
nations: Gadkari 

Union minister Nitin Gadkari 
on Friday said connectivity 
with SCO countries is a priority 
for India, and emphasised on 
ensuring demand driven, 
sustainable development, 
while respecting sovereignty 
and territorial integrity of the 
countries. He said India 
attaches special attention to 
SCO in promoting economy 
and people-to-people 
contact in the region.      PTI 

‘Merely a proposal’: 
Centre to SC on 
lifting pesticide ban
BHAVINI MISHRA & SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 
New Delhi, 28 April 

The government has told the 
Supreme Court in its affidavit that the 
proposal to lift the ban on 24 of 27 pes-
ticides through its February draft 
gazette notification was "merely a pro-
posal and has not attained finality”.  

“To follow the due procedure, the 
draft notification was published on 
February 15 to seek objections and 
suggestions from all stakeholders 
concerned (including the petitioners) 
within 30 days. The objections and 
suggestions that have been received 
from the stakeholders on the draft 
notification will be reviewed by the 
central government in consultation 
with the registration commit-
tee (RC), considering all 
aspects related to technical 
and scientific require-
ments, substitutes avail-
able, farmer's interest, 
safety of the pesticides, 
toxicity and efficacy con-
cerns, updated status of 
required study and submis-
sion of data in compliance to rec-
ommendations of the various expert 
committees, etc., and a final decision 
will be taken accordingly,” the Centre 
submitted. 

Registration committee is a tech-
nical statutory body that evaluates the 
efficacy and safety of insecticides 
under the specified conditions for use 
in the country.  

The controversy dates back to a 
May 2020 order of the government 
banning import, manufacture, sale, 
transport, distribution and use of 27 
pesticides that were considered harm-
ful to public health and safety. These 
27 pesticides were widely used as part 

of the 66 contentious pesticides that 
were being reviewed by various bod-
ies for several years for their toxicity. 
Some reports said the banned pesti-
cides included 12 insecticides, eight 
fungicides and seven herbicides, 
comprising almost 130 formulations. 

Although the government report-
edly gave the industry time to record 
their objections, the issue was not 
resolved. At the request of several 
major industry bodies, a panel was 
formed under the chairmanship of TP 
Rajendran, former assistant director 
general of Indian Council of 
Agriculture Research, and a well-
known expert in the field. Though the 
results of this committee’s findings 

were not made public, reports 
suggested that it had recom-

mended retaining the ban 
on three of the 27 pesti-
cides and freeing the 
rest. 

There is some con-
fusion on the contents 

of the findings and 
terms of reference of the 

committee itself, since civil 
society activists in their peti-

tion to the SC said they weren’t aware 
of the findings, terms of reference and 
the process it followed to reach the 
conclusion. The Rajendran panel 
report, however, is available, industry 
players said. 

Thereafter, the government mod-
ified the original ban order and issued 
a fresh draft in February 2023, retain-
ing the ban on only three of the pesti-
cides while freeing all others. Civil 
society groups approached the SC 
questioning the revised order. 

The Supreme Court on Friday said 
the matter will be taken up after the 
summer vacation.  

Register cases even if 
no complaint is filed: 
SC on hate speech
The Supreme Court on Friday directed all states 
and Union Territories (UTs) to register cases 
against those making hate speeches even 
without any complaint, terming these speeches 
as a “serious offence” capable of affecting the 
secular fabric of the country. 

Extending the scope of its 2022 order beyond 
three states —Uttar Pradesh, Delhi and Uttara -
khand, a Bench of Justices K M Joseph and B V 
Nagarathna also made it clear to authorities that 
any hesitation to act will be viewed as contempt 
of the top court and appropriate action will be 
taken against the erring officers. PTI

The Supreme Court Bar Association (SCBA) 
passed on Friday a resolution criticising the Bar 
Council of India’s (BCI’s) public comment 
against the same-sex marriage case in the apex 
court is hearing. “It was highly inappropriate for 
the BCI” when the hearing is still going on, said 
the association. The BCI has  passed a resolution 
opposing legal recognition for same-sex marr -
iage in India, saying “it would be catast rophic to 
overhaul something as funda mental as the 
conception of marriage by any law court, how -
ever well-intentioned it may be”. BHAVINI MISHRA

SANJEEB MUKHERJEE 
New Delhi, 28 April 

The much-feared El 
Niño conditions, which 
are threatening a good 

monsoon in India, are at a 
neutral stage and might at 
best grow into a moderate one 
by the middle of the June-to-
September rains, the India 
Meteorological Department 
(IMD) said on Friday. 

It again said the majority 
of the models were predicting 
a positive Indian Ocean Dipole 
(IOD), which is good news for 
the southwest monsoon. 

This is similar to the pre-
dictions made this month, 
when the first-stage monsoon 
forecast for 2023 was released. 

Releasing the temperature 
and rain forecast for May, IMD 
Director General Mrutyunjay 
Mohapatra said in May 2023 
monthly maximum tempera-
tures are expected to be above 
normal over east-central and 
east India and some parts of 
Northeast and peninsular 
India. However, it is likely to 
be normal to below normal 
over Northwest and West-
Central India. 

This effectively also means 
that East and South India will 
experience searing heat next 
month while the majority of 
summer months in one of the 
main heat zones of the coun-
try, that is the Northern states, 
will remain less hot this year 
though it is not certain that no 
heat wave there will occur. 

Temperatures over North 
and Central India over most 
days in March and April were 
below normal this year. 

The IMD said a wet spell 
with thunderstorms was likely 
to continue over most parts of 
India over the next five days. 

“Heatwaves over East and 
North-East India are expected 
to be more severe this year 
than in the northern parts due 

to the low thunderstorm activ-
ity, weak anti-cyclone over the 
Bay of Bengal and less impact 
of the western disturbances 
that originated in the North 
towards the eastern part of the 
country,” Mohapatra said. 

He said rain in May across 
India was most likely to be 
normal (91-109 per cent of the 
long-period average). 

Normal to above-normal 
rain is expected over 
Northwest India, many parts 
of West-Central India, and 
northern part of peninsular 
India. However, below-normal 
rain is likely in most parts of 
Northeast India, many parts 
of East-Central India and 
South Peninsular India, the 
IMD said. 

On monsoon, Mohapatra 
said the next big forecast 
would come in the middle of 
next month when the mon-
soon onset date would be 
announced.  

In April, the IMD said 
above-normal rainfall was 
experienced over Northwest 
and Central India and normal 
to below-normal rainfall was 
observed over the Southern 
Peninsula and the Northeast.  

“Almost 80 per cent of the 
temperature and rainfall fore-
casts that we made for April 
have come correct,” 
Mohapatra said. 

 India recorded 2,770 deaths 
due to extreme weather 
events in 2022 
Around 2,770 lives were lost in 
India in 2022 due to extreme 
weather events, according to 
the data compiled by the IMD. 
Of these, 1,580 were due to 
lightning and thunderstorms, 
which accounted for the max-
imum number, while around 
1,050 were due to floods  
and heavy rain.  

The remaining deaths were 
due to other extreme weather 
events such as heat waves and 
hailstorms. UP accounted for 
the highest number, followed 
by Bihar, Assam, Maharashtra, 
and Odisha.  

East India likely to see 
heat wave in May: IMD

N IN THE SUPREME COURT N

SC bar association slams 
BCI for comments on 
same-sex marriage case

The Supreme Court on Friday questioned the 
Uttar Pradesh government why gangster-
politician Atiq Ahmad and his brother Ashraf 
were paraded before media while being taken to 
hospital for a medical checkup in police custody 
in Prayagraj. The top court, which was hearing a 
plea by advocate Vishal Tiwari seeking an 
independent probe into the killing of Ahmad 
and his brother Ashraf, also asked the UP 
government how the killers got the knowledge 
that they were being taken to hospital. 
                                                                             BHAVINI MISHRA

Why were Atiq, his brother 
paraded? SC asks UP govt

‘El Niño still at  
a neutral stage’ HEATWAVES OVER EAST AND NORTH-

EAST INDIA ARE EXPECTED TO BE MORE 
SEVERE THAN IN THE NORTHERN PARTS 
DUE TO THE LOW THUNDERSTORM 
ACTIVITY, WEAK ANTI-CYCLONE OVER 

THE BAY OF BENGAL AND LESS 
 IMPACT OF THE WESTERN 

DISTURBANCES 
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